
 
TOPS Summer Reading Expectations for English II 

2021-2022 

All students attending TOPS for the 2021-2022 school year will be required to participate in Summer 
Reading. Students will choose one book from a list and be asked to complete a Reading Log regarding 
that selection this summer.  Students transferring to TOPS for the spring semester will be given time to 
complete the readings. If you have questions about Summer Reading, please contact Ms. April Trivett.  

Reading Log Google Form 
 
Choose one of the following to read and complete a Reading Log. 
 
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
Things Fall Apart is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes 
a colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and 
fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance 
to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British political and religious forces and his despair as his 
community capitulates to the powerful new order. 
 
The Hobbit-by J.R.R. Tolkien 
Like every other hobbit, Bilbo Baggins likes nothing better than a quiet evening in his snug hole in the 
ground, dining on a sumptuous dinner in front of a fire. But when a wandering wizard captivates him 
with tales of the unknown, Bilbo becomes restless. Soon he joins the wizard’s band of homeless dwarves 
in search of giant spiders, savage wolves, and other dangers. Bilbo quickly tires of the quest for 
adventure and longs for the security of his familiar home. But before he can return to his life of comfort, 
he must face the greatest threat of all - a treasure-troving dragon named Smaug. 
 
The Haunting of Hill House-by Shirley Jackson 
Past the rusted gates and untrimmed hedges, Hill House broods and waits….  
Four seekers have come to the ugly, abandoned old mansion: Dr. Montague, an occult scholar looking 
for solid evidence of the psychic phenomenon called haunting; Theodora, his lovely and lighthearted 
assistant; Eleanor, a lonely, homeless girl well acquainted with poltergeists; and Luke, the adventurous 
future heir of Hill House. At first, their stay seems destined to be merely a spooky encounter with 
inexplicable noises and self-closing doors, but Hill House is gathering its powers and will soon choose 
one of them to make its own.  
 
 

All summaries provided by Amazon 
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